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Snowmass Alpacas

f nowmass Alpacas is an clite collection of

world class alPaca genetics highlg selected
and bred to create one of the most uniquc brcccling
herds in the world. QOur goals have been directed
towards creating a herd of alpacas that emulate the
original ancient ]ncan alPaca and to advance

them even Furtlﬁer as we move Into a worlcl

market for ALFACA

lntroc]uction

W ool classing and fiber grading for clualitg and

textile suPerioritg is a science most of us do
not Fu”g understand. Yet this is the main
characteristic for which we breed a]Paca‘ We are
sold alPaca largelg on good looks and good
marl(eting. This is Partlg due to the fact that the
Ieacling information on breeding elite-fleeced alPaca
isjust now coming to the forefront of our inclustrg.
The Unitcc] States is not a country that has much
to do with the international wool trade and so we
have lost much of the science and understanding in
textiles and sales of wool on a commercial level. We
are a young industrg and the Fancg charming and
exotic qualitics of the alpaca are what has been the

best se”ing Factor gor many years.

Good marketing in the alPaca industrg is

sometimes be’cter tlﬁan the bes’c alPaca.

This is a concept that we as well as many
dedicated alpaca breeders wish to dispcl. It has
inspircd us to share our 20 years exPerience
and alPaca brccc‘ing goals with our country’s

a!Paca bl"CCClCFS.

Our goal is to not lose sight of brecding the
finest alpaca and to help insure that North Amcrica
becomes one of the finest Pro&uccrs of ALFACA
in the world.

Herc in the USA, we may not have the most

alpacas but we l—xavc tl—xe highest concentration oF the

very BEST.
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Snowmass Alpacas

What Makes
An I™ lite All:)aca.

he 1463 questions we have been

asking ourselves are: What are
the differences in our alPacas
comPareA to those bred in Ancient
South America, and )’ust what
defines an elite alPaca toclag? The
main incentive for all alPaca breeders
is that vicuna wool still sells for $400
to $600 per kilogram, which is 20 to

30 times the Pricc of a]Paca wool.

T he diversities found in modern

alpacas are the result o{: long term

i e, ey

cross-brccding. T he wide range of fiber qualities that exist within modern alPaca herds make it very difficult to

comPilc ]argc lots of under 20 micron hanc”ing fiber for sPecia]izcc] commercial Production.

T he differences within fiber types are notjust in fineness but other fiber characteristics as well; CrimP,

architecture of the crimP, scale heiglﬁt on the fiber itself (which creates variable clegrecs of luster and hand), fiber

lcngtlﬁ, chgrcc of wool fibers (Proclucec{ by scconclarg Fo”icles) to more Protcctivc medulated fibers (Procluccd

bg Frimarﬂ follicles), and concentration of these fibers within the fleeces themselves are also factors.

There is much debate about which

fiber characteristics are the most
advantageous in breeding programs. For
elite textile Production, the most valuable
is a simple rcciPe that relates best to the
vicuna which is more Closely related in

fiber type to guanaco, cashmere, quivoc,
and Tibetan Antclopc (Chiru).
What these elite fibers all have

in common is that theg are all within a 16
micron range, if not finer. Most of these
fibers are short in ]cngtl’x. [However,
because of the unhcormitg in their
fineness and fiber characteristics, this
fiber still sPins to an quuisite and I’nghly
souglﬁt aFtcrgam.
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Snowmass AlPacas

ComParing Alpaca
To Other Wool Breecls

hat value is there in comParing alPaca &

shccp breeds? Lil«: SI"ICCP, a]Paca have
evolved far from their original ancestors through
processes of evo]utionarg mutation. | his selective
brccding and cross brceding was for their valued
wool and for meat Production‘ T]’ze outcome for
both SI"ICCP and alPaca breeds has been a vast and
variable PoPulation of individuals. They express
differences in bo&y types and fiber characteristics

that show some very intcrcsting similarities.

The shecp industrg has established many
different breed tchs reflective  of these

differences.

The only classification made for the alPaca
breeds are the Suri and ]"Iuacaya. There are
however cnough distinct fiber differences in the
Huacaga fleece and bodg tgpcs to be classed into
individual types as has been done with sheeP

brceds.

Much of the alpaca wool classing outside Peru
has been based on sheep wool comParisons, which

we as shecp breeclers have come to understand.

Wc have attcmptccl to make sense of these

differences by comparing SIX major sheep breeds we
see similarities in. | he only fleece type which is
unicluc to any sl‘xecp breed is the vicuna and

alPaca—-vicu na breeds.

We have come to understand that there are two
very distinct fiber dcvclopmcnts haPPcning within
the huacaya alPaca‘ Thc first a]Paca typc holds true
to its vicuna genetics and is Probably much more
closelg related to the Pre~Columbian alPaca.
Tl'xe second alPaca t}jpe has evolved through direct
and indirect brccding selection into a vast array of
different fiber characteristics as well as bodg types.
Most of these are closer in character to the slwccP

WOO‘ II)FCCClS.

|n order to better Aistinguislﬁ the two types, we
have created terminology for each type. We call the
Pre-Columbian (vicuna tgpd the "Jncan alPaca" and

the other the "Progressivc alPaca"‘

These tgpcs have been referred to as "Primitivc"
and "advanced.” [owever, we feel Primitive is not the
word for a specie of alPaca that has undcrgonc
hundreds of years of sPecializcd breeding
to Produce a rogalty cloth unlike angthing we
have Produccd to date. ]:urthcr, advanced does not
suite a breed which is in a Progressivc stage of

continual evolution.

The Progressivc aIPaca is one which involves a
history of mixed brecding sclection. T his changed
the a]Paca clramatica”g over time and is exPressing
many different fleece and bocly tchs from the
origina| alpaca (lncan A]Paca). This is the tgpe that

we are making shcep comParisons with.
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Alpaca (jestation

(average 335 days)

Approx. Approx.

Date Bred Due date Date Bred Due Date
Jan 1 Dec 2 July 5 June 5
Jan7 Dec 7 July 10 June 10
Jan 11 Dec 12 July 15 June 15
Jan 16 Dec 17 July 20 June 20
Jan 21 Dec 22 July 25 June 25
Jan 26 Dec 27 July 30 June 30
Jan 31 Jan 1 Aug 4 July 5
Feb 5 Jan 6 Aug 9 July 10
Feb 10 Jan 11 Aug 14 July 15
Feb 15 Jan 16 Aug 19 July 20
Feb 20 Jan 21 Aug 24 July 25
Feb 25 Jan 26 Aug 29 July 30
Mar 2 Jan 31 Sept 3 Aug 4
Mar 7 Feb 5 Sept 8 Aug 9
Mar 12 Feb 10 Sept 13 Aug 14
Mar 17 Feb 15 Sept 18 Aug 19
Mar 22 Feb 20 Sept 23 Aug 24
Mar 27 Feb 25 Sept 28 Aug 29
Aprl Mar 2 Oct 3 Sept 3
Apr 6 Mar 7 Oct 8 Sept 8
Apr 11 Mar 12 Oct 13 Sept 13
Apr 16 Mar 17 Oct 18 Sept 18
Apr 21 Mar 22 Oct 23 Sept 23
Apr 26 Mar 27 Oct 28 Sept 28
May 1 Aprl Nov 2 Oct 3
May 8 Apr 6 Nov 7 Oct 8
May 11 Apr 11 Nov 12 Oct 13
May 16 Apr 16 Nov 17 Oct 16
May 21 Apr 21 Nov 22 Oct 23
May 26 Apr 26 Nov 27 Oct 28
May 31 May 1 Dec 2 Nov 3
June 5 May 11 Dec 7 Nov 8
June 15 May 16 Dec 12 Nov 13
June 20 May 21 Dec 17 Nov 18
June 25 May 26 Dec 22 Nov 23
June 30 May 31 Dec 27 Nov 28
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Snowmass AIPacas

Your most important investment is a stud which can produce the type of apaca that will take you to
the show ring as well to the finest elite fiber sort. We guarantee these elite males have the genetics to do
this very thing for prices that are most competitive.

Breeding for Elite Color is the next challenge. Snowmass has been working as hard to get a
consistent group of alpacathat range in solid natural colors that are genetically strong in their color and
carry an elite afleece as our whites. The Kings of Color are found in our Elite Breeding pages. These
studs have created the next generation of Elite Color genetics. We are proud to be able to offer some of
these genetics from our breeding program.

A strong breeding program branches itself into many excellent genetics while building
reliable and consistent pedigreed alpacas. We have kept these fine young males until they reached
maturity to infuse their genetics into our herd. Some we have bred and others are too closely related to
the females we are now breeding. All are sold with full reproductive guarantees. Many have shown and
all come from proven elite champion sires as well as truly superior dams. These males are loaded with
the best genetics our breeding program has to offer. Prices are listed and open for negotiation.

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT
COMES FROM INFUSION OF PROVEN ELITE GENETICS.
DON'T GAMBLE ON ANYTHING BUT THE VERY BEST
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